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Eat, sleep and be merry

hiit's not to like about o

e anvd brealfast that
features mattresses fvvonred by
the Gueen and meals cooked 1na
erove Gvouraed by Martha Stew.
art and Jamas Oliver?

CHRISTOPHER CLARK

FRTERPEISE

Mot much s B Darns out,

MMaria and Wouter Eshuis have
heery operating Belle Vie for the
last six years. a foew minutes
northwest of London. The bed
and breakfast s an 1836 cotiage
they moved and restored when
they built a new house on their
Dienfiedd Rosd property,

"This cottuge was part of the
original farmbouee,” sayve Maria,
“We got a permit to move 1Fwhen
wie built our new house, Origi-
nally, we wanted 1o use it as a
pol howse Then we starcted (o
repovate it, and we ended up
spending a lot of money, It
meoded a-lot of work.”

When a friend azked if e conld
Liwe g thwe golbage for six muonthes,
“we thought mavbe we could get
some money out of the huilding
ufler pulling so much in,” Maria
gays, laughing,

S0 when their friend moved
out, they got into the had and
hreakfast business.
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SLEEP LIKE ROYALTY: Woulcr and Maria Eshuis, whe operate the Belle Vie Bed and Breakfast, stand beside a Hypnos
ted. The bed is a European specialty praduct that the couple now <eil from their Bed and Rraakfast

twer bedpocmes ol is commplelely
geparate from the Eshuis hionss,
Tt lnoks like it was moved to
Lsrpcdin from somnewhere in the
French countryside

"When we firat apenerd, aham
05 per cent o pur guesis wore
Americans.” Maria, 53, zays.
"Then Americans stapped coiming
up and we started getiing & lot ol
Canadian guests, Wo're not too
busy in rhe winker, hut from

April to November, wa'se (quite
busy. We have regulsrs whao
come Tor the same weel - every
yerar”

Raised and marricd i tho
Netherlands, the couple has
always had an entreprensorial
hent. They mowved fo Canada in
1982, a vear after vacarloning
hers, Dhring that vacatinn. they
gaw the farm they eventually
would purchase, "It waz a mess,"

Maria recalls, "Afoer we had been
hare a wear, we approached the
oyt s end oflered o Ly it

They restored the properiy,
Tt & new hanss, opened @ BER
and had five children who now
range in age from 11 to 23,

Lunaag, Define thes canvertad the
cottaze inte n guest houss, they
went looking for an Aga’ cooker
Lependary if Burope, the Aps
conker is 8 Swedish invention

that has several cooking surfaces
and cavirles, all heated from one
ENRIEY SOUNDR -— g3, Iropans or
electricity. Sculpted from cast
iron, it'e as much a3 Kitchen
showpiece a8 A applianoe,

“We hed trouble fodiog ame in
Camadla,” Maria pecalls, "We had
zpen them in movies and read
ahont them: 10 seems liler (hwey're
alwavs mentloned In British
novels. We bought ours in 1993,
and in 1897 wa started selling
thwmm

The Hypnos bed
is naaned after the
Greed God of Sleep

They are now the Ontario reps
fowr the complets Aga line of prod-
uets, selling and seeyielng 1thom
across the province. Guests at
Hell= Vie can tzke part in Aga
demonstoations aod Pocd lasting

Moet recently, the couple has
started selling Hypnos beds and
muttresses, Like the Apa Line of
conkers, Hypnos iz o European
specialty product, Named after
the Greek God of Slesp, the mot
tresses are handmade with all
patupal products, The campany
holds two Roval Warrants and
stppplies irs heds to the Queen
and her family,

"“Wa thoughe (L was a good fit
with the conkers and owr goest
cottage,” Maria says. "When you
stay at Belle Vie, you sleep onn a
Hypros bod, s yom cin Ly (0ot
and sex what it's.all ahout. We
Inwa sleaping on them.”

Greal food and o comforiables
bed in 2 private country setting
Tt's @ recipe the Eshuls family
nopes will appead wovisiloes fory
EATS tO COrm
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Plee Londion Froe Press, 50 Yark S0
Landom, (e, NGA 4010, A message jor
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