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The home becomes
a luxury showpiece

BY LISA KADANE
Parmwrer—" ]

Leanne MacMaster is trading up. Ex-
cept, instead of exchanging her Missan
Mazxima for & Mercedes or BMW, she's
chucking out rim=-of=the-mill home
produets in favour of more expensive,
higher quality items.

When the 41-year-old marketing
manager and hor usband moved into a
twao-storey house in Victorls, B.C.,
they funnelled their disposable income

into the new home's Kitchen, bath- Kohler taps and faucets are stylish and
Tooms and furniture,
This meant a stainless steel refriger- A gt g
ator and gas stove-top, a convection
wall oven, and a qideler dishwasher. Tn ng
the upstairs bathroom the couple tﬂ md! “p
sought out fop-of-the-line Grohe inhss—[hﬁniwﬁﬁw
plumbing fixtures. apmrﬁmmmmm
That quest for quality is just -mwﬁbﬂfﬂmhﬂmm
ome factor driving people to in- & “ator donrs mmmm Hhes chiery.
vest in thelr homes instead of | nﬁﬂswﬁm!hmwm

their caré, The trading up phe- -
nomenon, well docomented inthe |
2003 book Trading Up: The New
American Lasury, by Michael 8-
vorstein and Meil Fiskes, has
moved beyond cars, clothing, pet
food and parsonal care products,
to take up residence in the home.
Singe the masses began “hiv-
g™ fusing houses to reach out to,
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This kitchen has gl the trappings of a trade-up: appRances hidden behind cabi- Mﬁmmmmw!

and socialize with, friénds and nedry, sweeping granite countertops and an open-concept design. High-end soskitt with an air-fet massage.
family) three years agn, we're | appliances, like the Kitchen Aid seli-cleaning electric range at left, are in
spending more money on appli- demand, HOME THEATRES — zn}wmmt-
ances, furaitere, plumbing fxtures, mumituﬂ'dﬂuﬁihﬂm
electronics, even beds and linens, 4 expensive merchandise, *People have been Mattha Stewart - that music, Bghting, !

But it*s not just the wealthy cashing \ In1993, average family income  ized” says Julian Riley, a co-owner of it el DYV hoemsa thestre g all nomitored:

in on mare expensive itoms. Az Cana- aftertay in Conadawas $50 500, Maria Tomag Nagien. " Thetee much FTRRRETIF U o R T L



