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Above: Aaram bedding owners Feizal Chatur,
front left, and hrother Farhan, with staffers
Khalil Muhammad and Terence Bachor behind,
show off one of their products at their plant at
11616 178 5t. Miao Chen, right, sews a cover

thriving
business

on a mattress at the plant.

anufaeturing and
selling vme’s own
line of hedding may

geem like the ultimate
cushy job, but for fwe Ed-
menton brothers it has
been a 1ot of hard work.

Yot Feizal and Farhan
Chatur are nol about to rost
on their laurcls.

The twenlysomelhing
brothers are the main driv-
ing foree behind Araam Tn-
eorporated, which produces its own line of Sova
mattresses and partly produces lhe world-re-
nowned Hypnos line, endorsed and uscd by Brit
ain's Royval Family.

Araam opened a $7-million, 75,000-zquarc-foot
{acility, at 11616 178 5t. in Edmonton, in January
2003,

“Since March we've seen hetween 50% and 1008
increases in sales orders,” says 22-vear-old Fa-
than, the company’s president whose roles in-
clude product markeling.

Armam’s clientele is as diverse as the bedding
products they sell. In mildilion to selling to retail-
ers, Araam also supplies instititional customers
like universities, and non-profil groups like Cath-
alic Social Scrvices.

“And then vou have ‘commereial, which we con-
sider io be hotels and motels, We have contracts
with companies all across Canada,” cxplains Fa-
rhan. “We also deal with the oil companies up
north. FFive thousand oil workers will be sleeping
on our beds —and that's jusl ooe eamp.™

From an original stall of six to eight pcople, the
company has grown along with ils sales. Therc
are now more than 80 people working at the facil-
ity, which produces between 400 and 600 pieccs a
day —eilher box springs or muttresses. The com-

pany has plang to add a second shift,
boosting production to 1,000 picees a day.

As the exclusive Canadian distributor
and manufacturer of the Hypnos brand of
bedding, Araam offers the ultimate ex-
petience for those custormers looking for
a good night's sleep.

Hypnos is one of the few Canadian
produets to garner a roval wartani from
both the late Queen Mother and Quecen
Elizabeih I

'It’s the creme de la creme of prod-
uets,” explaing Farhan, “It's not that they
are endorsing it, they are actually using
il, and that's what gets you the warrant.”

The Hypnos line of beds is known for
using exolic woods and all-natural fills,
guch as cashmere, 8ilk and woaol.

“§ou have a pocket coil basc, The base is prob-
ably good enough to sleep on. It's very sofl,” says
Feizal.

Ancther aspect which sets them aparl is that
the Hypnos beds are handmade and hand-tulted,
not machinc-made like they are in many ather
mattTess companies.

Feizal savs a king-sized Hypnos bed retails for
$17,000, Araam naw produces bases for Hypnos
mallresses imported from Britain, But the company
will soon be manufaciuring the high-end mat-
tresses completely at the Kdmonton plant.

*We have all the equipment here; it aclually
just arrived about a month and a half age. We are
having representatives from the TLE. couwming here
to teach us how to make the beds, so we can ramp
up for production.”

Araam will produce and sell a line of Hypnos
beds, including the top model - Eminence, the
Empress and two of the lower-end models, the
Wendover and the Duchess.

“The Svvereizn is a model, which we don't make, .

is the same onc the queen sleeps on,” says eizal

The company also produces its own line of mal-
tress - lhe Sava line, a machine-made mattress and
hox spring, which is gaining popularily and awards
throughout the industry.

The Sova line of mattress, consisting of the Sova,
Sova Seleet and Sova Element, are all natural-
[illcd mattresses, which are also hypo-allergenic,
Cosls for Lhe Sova brand of hodding are between
5400 and $1,8500.

Inaddition b ils manufacturing plant and sales
ouilet in BEdmonton, Araam also has other outlets
in Calgary, Richmond, B.C., and Mississauga, Ont.,

Farhan recently returned from a three week®
venture in Toronts, whers the company had
opencd a showroom a few months ago

“We're really doing well oul there, and we l1gure
within a vear, we'll have a factory owt there,” he
syid. ¥

“It's gone really well. It's a team effort. None of
us had any experience in the mattress business, but
when you have a will to succeed. you will do any**
thing and everything to achicve that, IPs been a
long ride.but interesling and excitingall the way.”



